Demonstration and Explanation Speaking Assignment:

Purpose:
e To think through a procedure and divide it into logical, sequential steps.
e To recognize the need and difficulty of communicating directions clearly and precisely.
e To practice giving instructions accurately.
e Toinform through demonstration combined with oral explanation.
e To consider and adjust to feedback from an “audience.”

Rationale: Most of the things human beings do in life — at home, at work, and at play — are
learned from others. Furthermore, many of these activities involve the use of tools, materials,
and other equipment. As you live your Iife,'you will constantly be called upon to demonstrate
and explain how to use, manipulate, construct, handle, or repair things.

ASSIGNMENT: Demonstrate and explain how to do something you can do.

e In the next few days of class, you will be demonstrating and explaining to different
classmates how to do something that you can do.

¢ This speech will be given one-on-one, three times, with three different speech partners.

e Each time you present your speech, you will be given the opportunity to receive
feedback from your speech partner.

¢ Generai Time Limit: 1-3 minutes Worth: 30 points

s Demonstration & Explanation speeches will begin on Monday.

The “Demonstrating and Explaining” Assignment.... Part 1

Use one of the ideas listed on the back side of this sheet, or find something else that you
can demonstrate in the classroom by brining easily transported items to school. You must bring
the real thing, not a picture, model, or drawing of it. You will be demonstrating to only one
person at time. Therefore, it is not necessary to have a large item. Do not select something
that is dangerous to the audience or something that requires more than a few minutes to set
up. If your items are large or of great value, you will have to arrange for a place to store them
before and after class.

To be able to do a good job of demonstrating, you will have to be comfortable doing the
job yourself. Therefore, it would be a good idea to practice at home. Determine the best
approach and sequence of steps, and anticipate learning difficulties. You need not bring
written directions. In fact, you will not be allowed to use them in class if you do bring them.
You will be the authority.

(OVER)




The “Demonstrating and Explaining” Assignment.... Part 1

Over the next few days of class, you will be demonstrating and explaining to different

classmates how to do something that you feel accomplished doing — a process that you can

demonstrate in a logically step-by-step manner. First, to prepare for these next class periods,

you must select a topic and find materials necessary to demonstrate it. Below is a list of several

possibilities. Come with all materials on Monday, ready to begin demonstrating and explaining.

Tying a necktie

Wrapping a gift

Making a decorative bow

Folding an origami figure

French braiding

Crocheting

Doing macrame’

Knitting and purling

Casting on (or off) knitting

Tatting

Downloading a Nook or Kindle book
Researching using Badgerlink
Stretching out before running
Doing calligraphy

Balancing a checkbook

Wrapping an ankle in an Ace bandage
Assembling a model

Waxing skiis

Driving a golf ball

Making thumbprint cartoons

Doing counted cross stitch

Doing crewel embroidery
Haircutting basics

Making a hooked or knotted rug
Cleaning eyeglasses

Patching a bike tire

Brushing and flossing teeth properly
Using a sander or other tool

How to use an iPad

Drawing a human figure
Re-potting a plant

Carving leather

Putting on eye make-up

Folding napkins into shapes

Doing a Rubics Cube®

Performing the Heimlich maneuver
Opening a new book properly
Tying a fly fishing tie

Using an iPhone application

Selling an item on eBay

Packing a suitcase

Creating a scrapbook

Making and returning change {money)
Keeping score by hand for bowling
Collecting maple syrup

Sewing a button on a coat

Using a snakebite kit

Serving a tennis ball

Gripping a tennis racket

Doing Indian-style beadwork
Making a Chinese kite
Hand-Quilting

Doing applique

Applying a tourniquet

Performing basic bike maintenance
Preparing a microscope slide

Using some gadget




